Giant Cell Arteritis (GCA): Pathogenesis, Clinical Aspects and Treatment Approaches.
Giant Cell Arteritis (GCA), or Horton's Arteritis, is a chronic form of vasculitis of the large and medium vessels, especially involving the extracranial branches of the carotid arteries, in particular, the temporal artery, with the involvement of the axillary, femoral and iliac arteries too. Arterial wall inflammation leads to luminal occlusion and tissue ischemia, which is responsible for the clinical manifestations of the disease. A substantial number of patients affected by GCA present head and neck symptoms, including ocular, neurological and otorhinolaryngological manifestations. The aim of this article is to present pathogenesis, clinical aspects and treatment approaches of GCA manifestations.